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Memorandum 

To: (kmservation Manager, Central Region, USGS 

From: Area Mining Supervisor, SBMA, USGS 

Subject: The Anaconda Company's Mining and Reclamation Plan for the 
F-15/17 Mine Project (Underground—Uranium), Pueblo of Laguna 
Uranium Lease Ho. 4, Laguna Indian Reservation, Valencia 
County, New Mexico 

T M D f!np<«m n f f t i g Bi ihjf^ . f p1nT» »nA <rorraapftn/1<Tig «»n i r t rnn im»«ta1 n w n l y o l i t 

(EA) are enclosed for your review and distribution. Also enclosed la a 
draft of a letter of approval for the subject plan. This letter 
Incorporates, as conditions of approval, the recoomendatlona from the 
EA (page 58) and the stipulations to the mining plan as agreed upon by 
the Pueblo of Laguna and The Anaconda Coopany (i^pendlx X of the EA). 

Since the subject plan was sobaltted more than 1 year ago, wa think that 
certain Information pertaining to the plan and EA should be pointed out. 

1. The subject mining and reclamation plan and EA have been 
reviewed extensively by the Pueblo of Laguna, US(!S, BIA, and by a committee 
consisting of personnel from these parties and The Anaconda C(aq>any (see 
memorandums In Appendix XI of the EA). Both the plon and EA are considered 
to be satisfactory by the Involved parties. The Pueblo of TiBg"" and BIA 
have aplproved the plan, and the BIA recomoends that the USGS **take the 
necessary action to approve the plan also." (See Appendix X of the EA.) 

2. The EA for the P-15/17 Project was completed prior to the 
October 31, 1977, issuance of the new Ebvlronnental Analysis Procedures 
and Guidelines (Instructional Memorandum Ho. 77-03-PR). Bowever, we do 
not foresee any problems in this regard. 

3. February 25, 1977. The Anaconda Company stibmitted a coagrehensive 
mining and reclamation plan covering all of its open-pit and underground 
uranium mining operations on the Laguna Indian Reservation. Althougih 
various details of the P-lS/17 >Iine Project have been modified, the project 
is Included in this comprehensive plan. An EA of the plan is being 
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